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PART V
Crops
HMajor Crops

Bscause of the importance of livestock farming, Island County is an area
in which most the cropland is devoted to the raising of feed eropss About 56
percent of the cropland in 1954 was used to grow hay and cats and other grain,
These ¢rope were consumed locally by 7,790 head of cattle, 1,338 sheep and 308
head of horees and uules, The 11,658 acres of harvested cropland in 195k was
plented to the following crops listed in order of importance: hay, oats, vheat,
frewn peas and barley,

Croy frewds

The crop history of any farming region reflects economic changes to a
largo degree, A number of changes are apparend in the emphasis and acreages
Island County farmers have given to leading crops. These show the influence
of new market outlets and improved transportation, They also show the ine
fluence of the mecha.nize;‘ti.on of asgriculiure and its consequent decrease in

Total Acres of Cropland Harvested, 195k
11,658 acres

Qther Crops
{Berries, %rao truits,,g‘
potatoes, vedotable ¥
8ceds)

Figure 11.- Percent of Total Cropland in leading Crops
. Island County, 195k
(Based on U,S, Census of Agriculture, 195L)
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“horses which formerly consumed layge amounts of grain and hay, Changes in the

“grop pstierns also resulte from farmers-experiments with various crops and types

of farmirg for specific marketa. - .
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Qats and Other SmaJ? Grains

Oats, barley and wheat make up the second largest group of erops in terms
of acreage. The acreages of cats has fluctuated up and down with two high
peri¢ds, The acreage was 2,250 in 1939 and was down to 1,500 in 1946, The

next high, 2,100 acres, was in 1952 and the acmeage in 1955 was down to 1,280
acres, The production has paralleled the acreage with yield the highest in the
crop years of 1939 and 1952, Wheat acreage has remained fairly stable with a
low period during the 1942~19L5 periods A high of 2,020 was harvested in 1948,
At one time Island County claimed the world's record for yield per acre, Prior
to 1900 some districts on Whidbey Island had Jields of about 100 bushels per
acre, The acresage of barley has dropped to half of that grown in 1939=-1942

and rye has remained fairly stable with only 2030 acrea a year,

Table 16, Qats and Rye: Acreage, Yield and Production
Island County, 193541556

Tl b oL o

Oats_(for grain) Rye (for grain) :
Yield Tield ‘ .

YXear | Acreage Production | Acreage - Production

(ac;res ) 1(3238::3;2 ) (bushels ) | (acres) ég‘;sgziz ) (bushels)
1939 2,250 Sko0 121,500 30 12,0 360
loko ! 2,130 2.0 89,160 20 1065 210
1041 | 2.980 47,0 93,066 50 1700 850
k21 1,950 bk .0 85,800 50 8,0 - hoo
19431 1,850 L5.0 83,250 30 | 10,0 300
9kk 1 1,830 38.0 69,540 20 Te5 150
195 | 1,650 3k.0 56,100 I 20 17.5 350
19h6 | 1,500 hi.0 61,500 [ 10 16,0 160
1947 | 2,700 4,0 Tk, 800 10 1400 140
1948 | 2,000 37.0 7k, 000 30 17.0 510
o9 | 1,760 16,0 80,960 || ~- - -
1951t 2,100 45,0 9h,500 10 - 28,0 280
1952 | 2,200 55.0 115,500 ) 11.5 60
1953 | 1,600 52,0 83,200 10 11,0 110
105k | 1,950 5.0 87,750 10 16,0 160
19551 1,240 55.0 68,200 20 11,0 220
1956 720 6905 50,040 80 20,0 1,600

Source: U.S.D.i,., AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
State of Washington
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1956 Lo 28,0 1,120 660 b7.5 32,300
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gefries

Berry growing is a minor part of specialty erop -agriculture in Island
County, Most of the berry farms are located at the south end of Whidbey Island,
Strawberrics, raspberries and loganberries make up the biggest percent of total
berry acreags, A large share of the berry crop is used for home consumption
and immediate reteil mackets,

The acresge has varied from 107 acres in 1939 to 13 acres in 154k and back
up to 113 acres in 1949, Island County in 195l and 1955 was the state's leading
prodncer of commercial loganberries, growing over half the total crop. n
recent years most of Whidbey Isiand loganberry production has been wtilized by
the wine-making industry in Seatile, Nearly all the loganberries are grown on
a w'ae company farm at Greenbank on cantral Whidbey Island,

Table 19,~ Borries: Island Coumty, 19L9-1957

e

Yoap Strawberries | Ragpberries (Red) | Loganberries
T Agres | Tons | Acres | Tons Acres | Tons
19kL9 Lo 66 2. 2 o~ -
1950 ?j e ohbs. ocm apaw -
1u5], - e P . -
1953 50 100 o ] s te -
195L 90 170 5 5 50 95
1955 90 125 5 5 50 5
1956 2/ | 20 20 | - e
1957 20 40 5 - 5 60 120

1/ No data available on berries for 1950 and 1951,
2/ Decline resulted from freeze damage of November 1955,

Source: U,S5,D.A,, Agric, Est, Division
State of Washington

Vegetables

Itland County ranked 1l4th in the state in vegetable production with 889
acres in 195L, Vegstable production for commercial markets is almost entirely
cvone in the northern half of Whidbey Island. This is due te the soil and

drairage conditions that azleb there,

The main vegetable is green peas with 521 acres in 1954, Other commexcial
vegetables of importance are potatoes, squash and carrets. A large amount bf
winter squash is grown in the Coupeville area, This squash is shipped to
Seattle and Puget Sound markets during the winter months. Squash is grown
the Coupeville area by 10 to 15 growers, Acreage since 1954 has been about
LOO acres, Vegetable production on the island is limited due to market ine -
accessibility with most of production golng to freezer and canning opera‘tionq
in Skagit County. With the exception of squash there is very little commercinl
truck farming due to market distance 4o Seattle, ’
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Table 22.~ Bearing Fruit and Nut Trees
Island County, 1900-1954

Year _ Numbers of Bearing Trees
Apples | F1lbert8 | Uierries | Peaches| Pears | Prunes & Fiums —
1910 28,511 — 2,728 17 | 1,438 1,969
1930 83538 basad 33 296 187 19799 1’1&57
140 7,082 | 1,2k7 by 3047 120 | 1,953 1,763
1,50 5,028 | 5,990 1,382 163 | 1,220 1,130
195h 1/ | 1,353 | 2,18 1né 72 | 34| 200

1/ 195k figures ave for trees in orchards of 20 trees or meres

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and Livestoek
Reporting Service, U.S.D.A, and Washington State Dept,
of Agric., Cooperating, 1952,

U.S. Census, Agriculture,

Farsery and Greenhouse Products: Flowers, Bulbs and Plants

Horticultural specialties make up a very small part of the total agrie
, \ > > -

culture plcture in Is
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speclalties has decreased in the last feu ys The ‘ ‘ »
engaged in the growing of flawers and bulbs, etc,, are small and are operated
as a sideline,

The main area for this type of farming is located at the north end of
Whidbey Island avound Coupeville and Oak Harbor., There are some holly farms
but the primary type of farm is the raising of Iris btulbs, There are 4iso
quitz a few farms that grow flowering plante; some farms raise rhododendron
plants, _

Table 23, Horticultural Specialtice: Nursery Products, Greenhouse
Products, Flowers, Plants, Bulbs, Seeds, Mushrooms and
other Special Planis, :
Island County, 1939»195L

Wursery Products | Flowers and flowering plants, bulbs and secds;
(shrubs, trees and| vegetables s Vegetable seeds, plants, mshrooms
Census ornamentals) grown in fields and under glass for sale,

e tars ow oru - o | 4 L fojet-Tel:} - _ - P
Year | ;oves Sales from| Acres in |Cvesnhouse space|g.ioo prom farms

Planted|Nvrseries | open fields| (3quare feet during the year

under glass)
1939 18 $ 2,563 150 - $ 28,145
1ohh 1/ - - - -
1949 oy | #h1,000 2l2 6,220 $244);,168
195h | - 100 102 - 65,120

1/ No Census information available for 1Lk,
Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture
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